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Coober Pedy 
South Australia

VACANT
MINISTRY POSITION
The Anglican Diocese of Willochra 
and Bush Church Aid seek an 
ordained Anglican minister for 
a fully stipended position which 
includes accommodation. 

Coober Pedy is an iconic outback town 
of over 1500 people located 850km 
north of Adelaide. It is a major tourism 
and service centre, best known for 
underground opal mining.



Why consider Coober Pedy? 

Coober Pedy
South Australia

• Coober Pedy needs enthusiastic and dynamic gospel leadership. Ministry 
 encompasses the underground Catacomb Church and surrounding district. 
 There are many opportunities to reach out to the community and to tourists who 
 visit the underground church.

• The Catacomb Church is made up of a small group of Christians from various 
 backgrounds who support and care for one another. The congregation 
 doubles in size during tourist season. 

• In addition to the underground church, there is an underground hall and  
 rooms for community outreach, as well as a well-equipped kitchen. A five-  
 bedroom underground home adjoins the church. 

 • Coober Pedy has over 7000 visitors each year in tourist season, with many of  
 these visiting the Catacomb Church. This provides a great opportunity to speak  
 about the Christian faith and provide them with Christian literature. 

• The Catacomb Church is regarded as an important part of the town’s support 
 structure. The Church is supported by BCA and the Diocese of Willochra. 

 • There are the possibility of visits to outlying stations, as well as a large mining   
 operation outside the township of Coober Pedy. 



About Coober Pedy 

Coober Pedy
South Australia

• Coober Pedy is the opal capital of the world. Together with nearby Andamooka 
 and Mintabie, Coober Pedy produces 85 per cent of the world’s opal supply.

• The four main industries are opal mining, tourism, primary production and   
 support services.

• It is believed that soldiers who returned from the trenches of France after WWI  
 introduced the idea of living underground in homes. No matter how harsh the 
 climate, the underground rooms maintain an even temperature of 19 to 25 
 degrees day and night throughout the year. It is estimated that approximately 50 
 per cent of the population live in ‘dugouts’.

 • Coober Pedy Area School offers quality education from preschool to Year 12.

 • The Coober Pedy Hospital is a 19 bed facility with 14 acute beds, four high level  
 residential aged care beds and one palliative care bed. It supports a 24/7 
 Accident & Emergency Department.

 • The town has good sporting facilities including a swimming pool, golf course (with  
 reciprocal rights with the Balgrove Course at St Andrew’s in Scotland) grassed oval  
 and playground. There is also a well stocked library. 

 • Coober Pedy is serviced by flights to Adelaide five times a week, an overnight  
 bus to Adelaide, and a daily service to Alice Springs. 


